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In early April our sister company, Building Schools for Nothing (BSfN), exhibited
at the Schools & Academies Show in Excel in London.

It was a great opportunity to meet with Schools Business Managers from across
the country. There was a lot of interest in how our consultancy services are
providing unique funding alternatives to building new schools and educational
projects, so we had a busy but very productive couple of days.

During the show we held a prize draw for £100 contribution to school PTA funds
and we were delighted for Pitcheroak School in Redditch who were the worthy
winners.

BSfN was created to unlock the assets that schools own to release funds for
much needed new school buildings. This means that schools can enjoy the
benefits of their new buildings, at no net cost and at the show we showcased
our most recent success story, Three Rivers Academy, and how we planned and
delivered a complex strategy to provide £40m of replacement school buildings
without direct funding from local or central government.

Visitors learnt how we helped turn a failing school with run down and poorly
located buildings, where pupil numbers and results were declining, into a new
state of the art school which has achieved its aim to transform and rebrand
itself.

If you would like to find out more about how BSfN could help your school –
please visit www.buildingschoolsfornothing.com

MEA are proud to provide Project Management and Quantity Surveying services to
Richmond Fellowship on various construction projects, and were delighted to
sponsor the ‘Volunteer Recognition Award’ at their recent ENRICH Awards
ceremony, which took place on Thursday 21 March at London Metropolitan
University.

Richmond Fellowship is one of the largest voluntary sector providers of mental
health support in England. It is part of Recovery Focus, an expert group charities
inspiring recovery together, and the Awards are based on their six organisational
values: Enabling, Networking, Respect, Inclusion, Community and Hope.

The ENRICH Awards enabled staff, volunteers and people that they support to
come together to celebrate the outstanding work happening across the
organisation.



Cranleigh RDA are Waverley Design 
Winners 2018/19

We are delighted to learn that our clients Cranleigh RDA have
been announced as double award winners at the Waverley
Design Awards 2018/19. In addition to picking up the
‘Community’ award, they were also given a special award for
‘Interior Quality’. The 12th Waverley Design Awards
celebrates the good design in planning, architecture,
sustainable development and landscaping.

Casi’s Farm is the home of Cranleigh Riding for the Disabled
Association which offers therapeutic riding to people with
special needs to benefit their health and wellbeing. Riding
offers a degree of independence that many disabled people
cannot have in their daily life and helps them develop self-
esteem, confidence and independence. The recent project
involved rebuilding the social area and stable block, the
newly improved facilities offer a lighter, brighter
environment and more space for riding.

Additionally, another MEA client was Highly Commended in
the ‘Education Building’ category for the new Stepping
Stones School Building at Undershaw in Hindhead.

Harry is crowned ‘Star Baker’

Harry from our Bath office recently attended a ‘Shaping
Future Places’ Bake Off event hosted by Stride Treglown.
The event took place at The Bertinet Kitchen Cookery
School in Bath and was led by legendary French chef
Richard Bertinet.

During the event competitors were spilt into teams each
led by a Stride Treglown Celebrity Chef and included
using a ‘secret ingredient’. Harry and his team made an
impressive Fougasse (a type of French bread) and his
baking skills earnt him the coveted title of Star Baker and
together with a signed copy of Richard Bertinet’s latest
book.

The was event organised to raise money for The Amber
Foundation and MEA were delighted to make a donation
to this worthy charity who help homeless, unemployed
young people move on to positive, independent futures..

During Paul’s career he has worked on a wide variety of
projects often specialising in conservation work,
residential developments and commercial projects. Over
the years he has provided QS services on some very
prestigious projects including work for the Royal
Household at Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle and
Clarence House, together with numerous National Trust
projects and Salisbury and Worcester Cathedrals. Recent
work includes high-end prime residential developments
in the Mayfair and St James’s areas of London and the
£13 million refurbishment of a 1960’s mixed use office,
retail and residential development in Woking Town
centre.

We are delighted to 
announce that Paul Ruggles 
has been promoted to the 
role of Associate. Paul has 
worked as a Senior Quantity 
Surveyor at MEA for over 10 
years and has successfully 
delivered many high profile 
developments and prime 
residential projects for both 
new and existing clients.



MEA are delighted to be announced as finalists at the
South East RICS (Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors)
Awards 2019 . Three Rivers Academy has been shortlisted
in both the ‘Design through Innovation’ and ‘Community
Benefit’ categories. The awards ceremony will take place
at The Ageas Bowl Hilton in Southampton on 16th May

It is the latest accolade for Three Rivers Academy which
is is fast gaining recognition globally and has now been
listed in the ‘Inspiring school designs from around the
globe’ feature in Teacher Magazine, Australia. It was one
of only ten schools across the globe (and the only UK
school) to be nominated for an award at this year’s World
Architecture Festival (WAF). It also made the shortlist at
the Concrete Society Awards and for the Best
Pupil/Student Experience at the Education Estates
Awards.

MEA’s subsidiary, Building Schools for Nothing (BSfN),
created a near unique £40m funding strategy for
delivering the new school. MEA provided project
management and quantity surveying services.

Bath Property Awards

We recently attended the inaugural Bath Property Awards to
celebrate the best in property that Bath has to offer. It was a
privilege to provide Project Management & Quantity Surveying
services to St John’s Foundation on the redevelopment of
Chandos House which was shortlisted in both the
‘Transformation’ and the ‘Residential Development’ categories.

This unique development in the heart of Bath was originally an
Almshouse, built in 1729. This historic Grade II* listed building
was renovated to create seven, elegant, individual apartments,
offering high-quality retirement living in a picturesque and
vibrant city centre setting

Numerous Accolades for 
Three Rivers Academy 



Woking One development nearing 
completion

MEA are providing Employers Agent and Quantity 
Surveying services on the refurbishment and recladding 
of this 1960’s mixed-use building to create the impressive 
new Woking One development which is now nearing 
completion.

This 60,000 sq ft mixed use development is located 
opposite Woking Train station and provides the link 
between the railway station and the town centre. The 
redevelopment offers new residential, retail and leisure 
facilities together with approximately 39,000 sq ft of 
Grade A office space, which has been pre-let during 
construction to Spaces and will be the largest co-working 
offering in Woking.

Real estate investment management company Palmer 
Capital and development specialists Wrenbridge, 
acquired the site in 2015, with the aim of redeveloping 
the gateway site into Woking town centre.

Construction started on the new 
Animal Science Building at 
Cirencester College

MEA are pleased to be providing project management 
and quantity surveying services to the new animal science 
building at Cirencester College who recently celebrated 
the start of construction work on this new facility.

The new 240 square metre centre has been designed to 
be sympathetic with the Cotswold landscape including 
the specially sourced larch cladding which will cover the 
building.

This new facility which is due to be completed in July 
2019, will be fitted out with a specialist climate controlled 
Reptile Room, a dedicated Mammal Room and extra 
teaching space. The building is to be surrounded by its 
own outdoor facilities where students will work with 
some of the small mammals at the college.

MEA providing Quantity Surveying 
Services to Ceasar Court

MEA are pleased to be providing Quantity Surveying services 
to Spelthorne Borough Council on the work at Ceasar Court 
(previously Benwell House) in Green Street, Sunbury.

Benwell House is currently a purpose-built office block 
originally constructed in the mid 1980’s. The 25,587 sq ft
building is set within two acres of landscaped grounds along 
with 95 parking spaces.  Spelthorne Borough Council are now 
redeveloping the property into residential properties to 
become Ceasar Court. 

The project will be procured via a competitive single stage 
tender using a JCT Design & Build Contract 2016 with bespoke 
contract amendments.  Work comprises of the conversion of 
the existing floors and construction of three additional floors 
to provide 55 residential apartments with communal lounge 
facilities, together with associated external works.

PROJECT UPDATES…



New Bedroom Suites for 
Great Fosters Hotel

MEA are delighted to be providing Quantity 
Surveying and Client Representative services to the 
forthcoming construction projects at the prestigious 
Great Fosters Hotel in Egham, Surrey which was 
awarded Hotel of the Year 2018-19 by The AA.

The planned works to this historic building will start 
with a £1.2 million new build project to provide five 
new bedrooms suites at first floor, together with 
associated storage facilities on the ground floor. This 
will then be followed in September with a £700,000 
conversion to an existing Grade 2 listed part of the 
hotel to provide seven bedroom suites over 2 floors. 
Both projects are anticipated to take nine months 
each.

Great Fosters is a Grade 1 listed building set among 
50 acres of stunning gardens and parklands in Egham, 
Surrey. Probably built as a royal hunting lodge in 
1550 and very much a stately home since then, Great 
Fosters is now a prestigious 43 bedroom hotel.

New MUGA & Sports Hall for 
Guildford County School

MEA are delighted to be providing Quantity Surveying 
services to the new MUGA and sports hall project at 
Guildford County School.

Works are now well underway on improving the sports 
facilities and the all-weather, floodlit, artificial grass MUGA 
was completed ready for the new Autumn term 2018, and 
the next phase is the construction of the new sports hall.

The project includes the construction of a full size 690m2 
sports hall to Sport England standards with new changing 
spaces, a multi-gym/fitness area, dance studio and 
storage. The new facilities will enable the School to 
accommodate the majority of the sport curriculum on site, 
and will enable them to host more competitive matches in 
many sports and cater for a wider ability range.

We are honoured to have a long standing relationship with 
Guildford County School following their conversion to an 
academy in 2013 and have worked together on several 
successful bids for capital funds to support their continued 
growth and development.
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